
GSPC –   

CONSIDERING TRAFFIC ISSUES, RISKS AND PRIORITIES 

USAGE, PARKING, ACCESS, SPEEDING 



CONCERNS AND POTENTIAL WAYS AHEAD 

Hyper local and personal  

 I raised concerns, as a resident, about speeding on 
Church Street to the P.C. in January  

 During the first lockdown I was at home every day and 
witnessed the ongoing and wider scale of problems on 
Church Street and so have first hand knowledge 
regarding this stretch of the road 

 Talking with my neighbours there is a very high level of 
concern about risk and frequent accidents  

 The P.C. have submitted a traffic calming suggestion but 
this will not resolve the issues fully  

Big Picture  

 In trying to imagine a solution I begun to explore 
established traffic calming measures and their efficacy 

 Then to look at alternatives and learn about a range of 
initiatives being undertaken across the UK and funding 
streams to support them 

 There seems to be a social change towards favouring 
communities over commuters and a greater focus on 
healthy societies 

 Maybe we could learn from some of these initiatives 
and look a village wide approach?  



KEY OBSERVATIONS 

 Church Street and the High Street suffer from speeding and congestion at different times of the day 

 Speeding by car-drivers, HGVs and cyclists is a danger and accidents occur on a regular basis, the most common accident being cars or cycles driving into the 
rear of the vehicle in front, which has had to stop suddenly, due to oncoming traffic, pedestrians or others hazards 

 The route is used as a “rat run” by some traffic from local villages 

 The issues are different at different parts of the route due to a) the variable width of the road and pavements, and b) visibility of oncoming traffic due to 
bends and current permitted parking  

 There is a school and a church at the thinnest part of the road, and where pavements are narrow, and school drop-offs and collection, attendance at Church 
services, transport for school outings and maintenance vehicles for both St Mary’s Church and the Primary School, contribute to parking issues 

 Many pavements are narrow, at some points only 1m wide and often 1.5 wide.  Even before social distancing this means that pedestrians often use the 
roadway and when buses or lorries go past there is a risk of accidents to pedestrians from large wing mirrors 

 Congestion in some areas causes traffic to become stationary for many minutes, with resultant exhaust, and noise pollution issues 

 The stop-start nature of traffic flow leads to irritation and drivers after being held up often move off at very high speed and driving aggressively to “take 
advantage of the gap” 

 Cyclists attempt to speed through traffic on the road and often use the narrow pavements to avoid coming to a standstill when the are is grid-locked 

 Congestion, aggressive driving and accidents occur mainly between 8 a.m. and 9.30 a.m., 3.15 pm to 4.00 p.m, and 5.00p.m, to 6.30 p.m. in the lower part 
of Church Street, closer to Little Shelford 

 Congestion occurs in the High Street at key shopping times 



KEY OBSERVATIONS (CONT.)  

 Speeding occurs mainly between 6.30 and 8.00 a.m. and 6.30 until 7.30 p.m., and in the early hours on both stretches of the road 

 The roads theoretically allow for two lane traffic but in some areas the road is very narrow (5m) and in others due to parking, the thoroughfare is effectively 
single track  

 The area is subject to a 20 m.p.h. restriction, but this is largely ignored and signage in some areas (either painted or signed) is very hard to find 

 Church Street does not currently have SID lamp posts in place, although these could be installed at minimal cost 

 On the High Street where shops and local amenities are housed, parking and deliveries contribute to congestion 

 Many heritage buildings in the area are located on the roadways and have first floor jetties over the road.  These buildings suffer from the amount and 
speed of traffic, and additionally suffer water damage from vehicles splashing up rainwater against porous lime rendered walls  

 Commercial vehicles use the route, rather than wider, faster roads as a short cut, not just for deliveries  

 An amount of resident parking is necessary on the route and this is not currently restricted by permit 

 Bus routes are scheduled by CCC and are causing concerns to the operator, whose drivers have reported numerous near misses and threatened to boycott 
the route 

 At school drop off and collection times, parking on yellow lines and on the zig-zags create a dangerous situation and consideration could be given to a safer-
school streets scheme 

 The nature, speed and purpose of the traffic using this route is not appropriate for a narrow residential road, with high pedestrian usage, social cyclists and 
horse riders. 



CHURCH STREET 



GSPC ACTION TO DATE 

 A Local Highway Improvement (LHI) Initiative relating to Church and High Streets was submitted to the County Council in 
2019 but rejected and a subsequent application has been put forward in 2020. 

 This proposed the addition of four vertical speed bumps or speed tables, to support the signage and yellow lining. 
Whilst Church Street/High Street is not the only area in the village experiencing highways issues, the number of 
accidents, regularity of congestion and speeding, and the risk levels associated with the local school and Church, suggest 
urgent consideration would be prudent.  

 GSPC has identified a response (LHI) and whilst this might be the right way forward, the Highways Committee of the Gt 
Shelford Parish Council wonder if there is a need for a more comprehensive strategy for addressing the many pressures 
on the local area, as well as considering the evolving environmental and social priorities.  

 

 

 



2020 LOCAL HIGHWAYS IMPROVEMENT INITIATIVE 

 A LHI has been submitted - suggesting some immediate speed reduction measures and we await feedback 

 

 

  

 



HOW FAR DO WE WANT TO GO?  



CURRENT     V      THEORETICAL ILLUSTRATIONS 



AT THIS POINT I BEGAN TO EXPLORE A WIDER CONTEXT 

What is going on elsewhere in the UK?  



GROWING INTEREST ACROSS THE UK FOR ‘BETTER’ ROADS 

In Great Shelford we have problems with congestion, speeding (both traffic and cyclists), pollution and parking; and 
that we may need to look creatively at how to create a safe space where all aspects of the issues are considered. 
 

Potential responses range in cultural attitude from the traditional (restriction, enforcement, penalisation)  
to the more contemporary, psychological encouragement of behaviour change. Do we need to review local social 
priorities? 
 

 Liveable Streets 

 Central Government Greener Spaces Grants 

 School Streets  

 County Council supported Traffics Regulation Orders  

 



PSYCHOLOGICAL TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT 

What makes people care? 

 A more modern approach, encouraging pride and 
respect of the local neighbourhood, rather than a 
high traffic urban approach could be considered 

 Gated entrances - Welcome to our village – green 
road restrictions  … in preference to directive or 
aggressive signage 

 Of course there are many needs, priorities and 
opinions to be considered. But do we want to lead 
or be led by the ever-growing weight of traffic and a 
culture led by urgency rather than sociability?  

 

Encouragement or enforcement? 



LIVEABLE STREETS 

A wide spreading movement across the UK, revisiting the relationship that communities have with transport,  
and establishing priorities for local areas.  For example it may be that speed of transit is less important to a community  
than reduction in pollution and an increase of safer, greener areas.   
 

              

P 
 
 
N.B. liveable streets do not have to be pedestrian or anti-car, nor are they cyclist routes – they need to serve the community that designs them. 



SCHOOL STREETS  

 An initiative creating a safe space outside school gates which encourages pupils to use active transport and maintain social distancing. 

  Central Government Funding  

  Schools can temporarily close a road outside their entrance, enabling it to become a pedestrian and cycle/scoot zone during the 
school’s opening and closing times. 

  This helps to implement social distancing and encourage active travel, with the added benefit of reducing congestion and pollution at 
the school gates and improving safety for children on their way to and from school. 

  If adopted, the SCDC will work to support school street schemes under a temporary traffic regulation order for up to 18 months. 

  Once a school street is in place, cones and signs will be put across the road to prevent vehicle accessing the area during school drop-off 
and pick-up time periods. The closure will need to be put up and taken down on a daily basis and will not apply at weekends and during 
school holidays. Access will be maintained for emergency vehicles. 

  Schools will need to put forward volunteers to help run the scheme and the council will provide full training and resources free of 
charge. The scheme will then be owned and operated by the school community, with support from the council. 

 



WHAT DOES OUR COMMUNITY WANT ?  
 
 
 
I wonder if we need to undertake some consultation and 
assess if there was an appetite for establishing a greener 
“village” feel, and at what cost to “entitlements” such as 
parking, speedy transit, fast cycling, etc. 
 
I feel there is a growing concern about safety, the 
environment and the changing nature of the village – but 
this is anecdotal and we should probably seek conclusive 
data and opinion from residents and all stakeholders.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Many schemes, such as Oxford, London and Bristol have 
implemented meaningful change, by applying 
“psychological” traffic calming measures, which are 
more about living than moving at speed.  

 

 Many local villages have current discussions going on, in 
relation to these issues and there are central and 
regional funding sources available 

 

 

 



RECOMMENDATIONS 

 That the Parish Council consider the risk levels, priorities and opportunities associated with these issues and agree to 
engage with local residents via consultation on the following and any other priorities agreed: 

 safe access to the school, churches, residential property and shops needs to considered (this includes consideration of 
air pollution levels as well as road traffic and cyclists accidents) 

 the speed of traffic needs to be reduced, to reduce accidents and lower risk, (this will also deter those using the route 
as a rat–run) 

 the safety of cyclists and pedestrians needs to be reviewed and speed reduction measures introduced (for both cyclists 
and drivers) 

 parking for deliveries and for people with impaired mobility needs to be allocated  

 general parking needs to be located in areas that do not endanger safety 

 consideration could be given to a gated village scheme with clear signage requesting conscientious behaviour. 

 


