
Shepreth Branch Junction Improvements by Network Rail

Proposed Works
At present, trains on the King’s Cross line are required to 
slow to 30mph to negotiate the pointwork at the junction. 
Trains on the Liverpool Street route, which have a straight 
passage through the junction, can maintain the line speed 
of 90mph. As part of the work to accompany the 
construction of Cambridge South station, Network Rail 
wishes to enable trains on the King’s Cross line to pass 
through at 50 mph instead of 30 mph. Essentially, this 
involves moving the pointwork further north and reducing 
its angles, and a slight realignment (by 1.2 metres at the 
maximum point) of the curve on the King’s Cross line.
Details can be found  on link : https://we.tl/t-nNbsGYlqtA  
or on the  Network Rail website  : 
https://www.networkrail.co.uk/running-the-railway/our-
routes/anglia/improving-the-railway-in-anglia/cambridge-
south-station/

Aerial View (proposed)

What is Shepreth Branch Junction?
Shepreth Branch Junction (SBJ) is the point in Great Shelford where the rail lines to London diverge: 
one the Liverpool Street line, which then passes through Shelford station, and the other the King’s 
Cross line, which passes under Cambridge Road and continues towards Foxton. A historical note, 
because the name causes confusion: in the early days of the railway the only route from Cambridge 
to London was today’s Liverpool Street line (formally known as the West Anglia Main Line). A branch 
was built off this line to Shepreth, which is how the junction got its name: it was the junction for the 

Shepreth branch. The link from Shepreth to Hitchin to join the East Coast Main Line (now known 
formally known as the Cambridge Line) came slightly later, but the junction’s name remained. SBJ is 
north of the Granham’s Road level crossing. The  TWAO drawing below shows how properties in 
Abberley Wood are close to both lines. The King’s Cross line also runs past residential properties in 
Granham’s Close and Davey Crescent.

Transport & Works Order Act

Network Rail has submitted a TWAO application to undertake 
the construction of Cambridge South station, as part of this 
application is the associated works at SBJ.  If approved by the 
Secretary of State completion is expected in 2025

GREAT SHELFORD PARISH COUNCIL POSITION
The Parish Council understands the rationale for the project but will need to be satisfied by the Code 
of Construction Practice on the environmental impact during construction and on overnight working. 
Disturbance and disruption to local residents must be managed and mitigated by Network Rail.

GSPC notes:
There may some benefits once the scheme is completed, in terms of local infrastructure and possibly 
in noise reduction, but this has not yet been fully assessed.

In the construction phase it will be important to ensure that the haul road and the construction work 
do not cause damage to Hobson’s Brook or Hobson’s Conduit.
If some of the work of necessity takes place at night when trains are not running, there may be the risk 

of noise disturbance to residents. The Parish Council will engage with Network Rail to explore the 
potential impact.

It appears that this work will go ahead, independent of plans for Cambridge South Station or East West 
Rail, although of course this work may be of benefit to both projects. Each is being championed by a 
different organisation with individual objectives and plans and the cumulative impact is hard to assess 
because of this.

It looks as though there will be a period when work on SBJ will be taking place simultaneously with 
work on the CSET busway. This will not impact the bulk of the village, but residents of the portion of 
Granhams Road between the two projects may be impacted.


