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South Cambridgeshire District Council – January 2022 report 

 

1. Local plan: response to ‘first proposals’ consultation 
 

The consultation period on the ‘first proposals’ stage in the development of the joint 

Cambridge City and South Cambridgeshire Local Plan began on November 1st and closed at 

5pm on December 13th. We submitted the following response to the proposals: 

While the principle of expanding the housing stock in our villages by 100 homes over the next 

20 years is reasonable, local residents are understandably concerned about building them on 

the green belt. The principal question is: is it worth incursion on the green belt to deliver such 

a small percentage of the overall additional projected housing needs?  

Furthermore, if 100 houses are needed, why is such a large area (10 hectares) proposed for 

development?  

Local concern is that a second access route would result in a much large number of houses 

being built on the proposed site. The Local Plan explains that the housing supply must meet 

the evidential need. As only 100 houses are required within the Shelfords and Stapleford to 

meet that need, why propose a site that might accommodate many more houses?  

We call on the Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service to either (1) reduce the area of 

land proposed for development is OR (2) designate a Local Green Space the area of the 10-

hectare plot beyond that which is necessary for 100 houses, thereby protecting it from 

development and offering the potential of park land with play facilities to the east of Great 

Shelford and Stapleford. This would represent a significant benefit to families living in the 

area. 

However, based on the subsequent successful appeal against South Cambs’ decision to 

reject the planning retirement village in Stapleford, we intend to make a revised, further 

submission. The plans estimated that nearly 200 residents in Stapleford and Shelford would 

move into the retirement village, freeing up housing stock for families across our villages. 

We will argue this will meet the requirements of 100 houses in the Local Plan, and 

therefore the site should be removed from future versions. 

 
2. Retirement village plans given go-ahead by Planning Inspectorate 
 
At the end of December the Planning Inspector approved plans for a retirement village to 

the east of Stapleford. Although Nick opposed the retirement village and Peter was a 

member of the planning committee which voted unanimously to reject it, there is no appeal 

against the Inspector’s decision and a judicial review is unlikely. We are therefore 

recommending that Stapleford PC should accept it as a fait accompli, and focus on the 

“reserved matters” – particularly appearance, landscape, layout and scale – which Peter will 
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be asking be brought back to planning committee (rather than determined by officers) in 

due course.  

 
3. Village Design Guide to be adopted by South Cambs 
 

We are delighted that the new Village Design Guide for Little Shelford is to be adopted by 

South Cambs. It sets out how future development in Little Shelford must enhance the village 

is being adopted by South Cambridgeshire District Council. 

  

The new Little Shelford Village Design Guide will become a Supplementary Planning 

Document, meaning it will be taken into account when future planning applications in the 

area are determined. Members of the local community, including the Parish Council, have 

been central to developing the guidance, which identifies what is distinctive in the village 

and aims to raise the quality of development locally. The adoption of the Guide is subject to 

the Council’s usual decision call-in processes. 

  

The Village Design Guide was developed in conjunction with Greater Cambridge Shared 

Planning, a partnership between South Cambridgeshire District and Cambridge City 

Councils, to provide additional design guidance in support of the adopted Local Plan 

policies. 

 

4. Grants update 

Eligible South Cambridgeshire community groups which work to improve the quality of life 

for local residents can now apply for double the amount of grant help from the Council’s 

Community Chest Scheme. Not-for-profit voluntary and community sector groups, charities, 

small parish councils or meetings and public sector bodies can now request small grants of 

up to £2,000, increased from £1,000, for help in covering one-off costs relating to a project 

or activity. 

This can be for improvements to community buildings and spaces such as village halls, 

pavilions or play areas; repairs to historic buildings, monuments or memorials; equipment 

or capital purchases or materials; or ‘Start-up’ costs such as training of staff and volunteers, 

hall hire and other revenue costs. 

The Council is also putting £50,000 into a rolling fund for two years for grants for villages 

who want to develop a community-led plan, with the money to be earmarked for the initial 

development costs - such as printing, the delivery of surveys and costs involved in holding 

public meetings - rather than delivering the project. 

The Council’s Wildlife Enhancement Scheme has also been incorporated and will be 

administered as part of the Community Chest grant scheme.  This ‘ringfenced’ purse of 

£10,000 annually will be used for Biodiversity projects which enhance the living 

environment around the district.  
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5. New business grants in the pipeline 

 
South Cambs District Council has received £1.4m to distribute as part of the OHLGS 

(Omicron Hospitality & Leisure Grant Scheme) and a further £354k in new ARG (Additional 

restrictions Grant) money – 2 new grants of which were announced by Rishi Sunak just 

before the Christmas break.  

 

District Council members and officers are in the process of writing the revised policies, with 

an aim to get sign off week beginning Jan 17th and application forms/back offices set up 

again to go live last week of January. We have to close the applications by Feb 28th latest 

(govt dictat) and make all payments by end March so a lot of fast paced and admin/labour 

intensive work here over the next 10 weeks again! We are working to ensure we get the 

word out when the schemes go live etc. 
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