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1. Introduction 
 
The Green Belt and Public Access Spotlight Group is one of the four groups developing material for 
the Neighbourhood Plan.  The focus of this group is on the countryside surrounding the village 
centres which provides both a setting for the villages, separates the villages from the city of 
Cambridge and provides a resource for public recreation and enjoyment.  The Neighbourhood Plan 
area also includes some sites of significant value to wider communities.  The country park at 
Wandlebury is an important area both in terms of its historic significance and as a recreation 
resource for the people of Cambridge and beyond.  There are designated Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest  (SSSIs) of national importance as well as Local Nature Reserves (LNRs).  And Magog Down 
represents a valuable recreation and conservation area.  These areas are subject to management 
objectives with a wider remit that should be engaged with in the process of the development of the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  There are also a few small areas owned by the Parish Councils.  The area also 
has attractive areas of the countryside, particularly alongside watercourses, that are not accessible 
to the public. 
 
This document sets out an outline of a possible vision and objectives, records the suggestions that 
have been made in previous village meetings and consultations, draws together the evidence that 
has been assembled so far and suggestions for a possible future approach.  This is all for discussion 
and not seeking to commit us to any particular approach.   
 
These issues also need to be considered in the context of other components of the Neighbourhood 
Plan, particularly with regard to housing and land development, potential gains that might be 
obtained for the villages in the context of land developments and transport requirements and 
opportunities.  The Greater Cambridge Partnership proposals to improve transport links towards 
Babraham could lead to a major intrusion across the Gogs with wide impact on the countryside.  
Potential development alongside the M11 could also change the character of the local area.  In both 
cases it is important to assess the impacts on the local environment, but also to consider whether 
there might be any potential gains that could in some respects offset an element of the losses. 
 
Elements of a vision 
 
A well maintained and accessible countryside surrounding the villages, separating the villages from 
the city of Cambridge, protecting views across the landscape, conserving wildlife and environmental 
values and providing attractive opportunities for  public access. 
 
Possible objectives 
 

• To implement plans as set out under District Council policy CSF/5 Countryside Enhancement 
Strategy to improve landscape and biodiversity in the southern fringe of the city south of the 
Biomedical Sciences campus. 

• To secure and enhance public access into the countryside from the villages and into areas of 
highest environmental value. 
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• To link areas of high conservation and amenity values under different ownerships to 
enhance the overall recreational and environmental value of the Neighbourhood Plan 
countryside. 

 
 

2. Options 
 
Various events have provided members of the village communities to express ideas as to what they 
might like to see in the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
So far, these include: 
 
Green Belt/ Access 

• Protect green belt to preserve the setting of the village 
• Identify and preserve green spaces 
• Talk to Jesus College about ‘Shelford Meadows’ – fields from Rectory farm to Hauxton by 

river. 
• More countryside access 
• Concern about encroachment of Biomedical Campus into greenbelt 
• Keep separation between Stapleford, Shelford and Cambridge 

 
Footpaths/ cycle paths 

• Need more and to be linked to provide circular routes 
• Rights of way should be considered in every new development 
• Rights of way should be multiple use 
• Sustrans route 11 from the station should be built 
• Connect Great and Little Shelford recreation grounds with a bridge over the river 
• Footpath across Hobson’s Brook from the Hectare 
• Non-vehicle access to Wandlebury Country Park and Magog Down 
• Circular footpath from end of Great Shelford Recreation Ground alongside river to Kings Mill 
• DNA path (to Addenbrookes) – widen and re-surface or provide separate path for walkers 
• Bridge over river at recreation ground and footpath on southern side of river to link in with 

footpath at Dernford Farm. 
• Planning appropriate management of verges to footpaths and cycle paths 

 
Further opportunities should be provided to express preferences.  They need to be developed and 
explored further and placed into a wider Plan context, such as relative to housing and transport 
issues.  A next stage is to explore the levels of demand and feasibility of the options. 
 

3.  Evidence base 
 
The likely evidence base for the Neighbourhood Plan falls into three categories:  

• The countryside resource 
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• Public access 
• Planning policies 

 
 

The Countryside resource 
 
 

National Character Area 
The National Character Area provides a general description of the local area. The Neighbourhood 
Plan area lies within the National Character Area 87 East Anglian Chalk. 
 

 
 
 
The NCA Profile is available at: 
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6417815967891456?category=587130 
 
This is described as being: 
“… characterised by the narrow continuation of the chalk ridge that runs south-west–north-east 
across southern England. The underlying geology is Upper Cretaceous Chalk, which is covered in a 
surface deposit of ice and river-deposited material laid down during the last ice age. This creates a 
visually simple and uninterrupted landscape of smooth, rolling chalkland hills with large regular 
fields enclosed by low hawthorn hedges, with few trees, straight roads and expansive views to the 
north.” 
 
This provides statements of ‘environmental opportunity’:  

• Maintain sustainable but productive agricultural land use, while expanding and connecting 
the chalkland assemblage of semi-natural grasslands,  

• Conserve the regionally important East Anglian chalk groundwater resource,  
• Conserve and promote the landscape character, geodiversity, historic environment and 

historical assets of the chalklands. Improve opportunities to enhance people’s enjoyment of 
the area while protecting levels of tranquillity. 
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• Conserve the settlement character and create or enhance sustainable urban drainage 
systems and green infrastructure within existing and new developments,  

 
 

Designated Sites in the Neighbourhood Plan Area 
The area includes several areas that are of national significance for their biodiversity conservation or 
heritage value. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Map from ORVal 
 
 
 
Gog Magog Golf Course SSSI 
88.4 ha  
This site supports grassland communities of the calcareous chalk grassland type. Such grasslands are 
geographically restricted to scattered areas throughout south, central and eastern England where 
the influence is not suppressed by overlying drift. Traditionally the chalk grasslands are sheep grazed 
but a changing economy has led to the loss of many under arable and scrub encroachment. In 
Cambridgeshire our only remaining examples are restricted largely to the minor irregularities of 
ancient earthworks and tracks which have allowed the survival of fragments within a great expanse 

The Beechwoods 
LNR 

Nine Wells LNR 
 

Wandlebury 
Country Park 

Gog Magog Golf 
Course SSSI 

Roman 
Road SSSI 

Magog Down 
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of agricultural land. The management of this area as a golf course has secured this site of species-
rich calcareous grassland on the Gog Magog Hills overlying chalk and chalky loam over glacial drift. 
The ‘roughs’ and ‘semi-roughs’ hold grassland communities characterised by the presence of grasses 
such as upright brome Zerna erecta , red fescue Festuca rubra and false oat-grass Arrhenatherum 
elatius. Many herbs are present including harebell Campanula rotundifolia, lady’s bedstraw Galium 
verum and salad burnet Sanguisorba minor. 
Of additional note is the occurrence of the nationally rare moon carrot Seseli libanotis and the locally 
rare perennial flax Linum anglicum. Such sites also hold a good invertebrate fauna.  
 
Magog Down 
66.2 ha 
Owned and managed by the Magog Trust 
Magog Down is owned and managed by the Magog Trust who bought it in 1989. It covers 163.5 
acres of previously intensively farmed arable land. It is freely open to all, all year round. 
It has two meadows sown with wild flowers and grasses native to chalk grassland. Six woods, 
planted between 1990 and 1992, with 24,000 native British trees. It is seeing the return of ground-
nesting birds, like the skylark, and native flowering plants like the cowslip. 
 
Nine Wells 
1.18 ha  
Managed by Cambridge City Council 

Nine Wells is a historically important site containing several chalk springs, which form the source of 
the Hobson Conduit. Nine Wells once contained some rare freshwater invertebrates, however 
following the drought of 1976 these were lost. Today the chalk watercourses are being managed 
with the aim of re-creating the conditions favourable for a possible re-introduction of these rare 
species.  
 
Roman Road SSSI & Scheduled Ancient Monument 
15ha (beyond NP area) 
SSSI: Unfavourable – recovering 
Description and Reasons for Notification 
The Roman Road supports species-rich calcareous grassland communities of a type which was once 
widespread on the chalk areas of lowland England and which is now scarce due to changes away 
from the traditional sheep grazing economy of these areas to arable. Thick hedgerows and small 
copses along this ‘green lane’ enhance the value of the grassland for invertebrates. 
The grassland communities range from short swards characterised by the presence of grasses such 
as sheep’s-fescue Festuca ovina and quaking-grass Briza media, together with a rich variety of herbs, 
to tall grassland dominated by false-oatgrass Arrhenatherum elatius with upright brome Bromus 
erectus. The many herbs recorded include characteristic species such as salad burnet Poterium 
sanguisorba, dropwort Filipendula vulgaris and wild carrot Daucus carota, together with harebell 
Campanula rotundifolia, purple milk-vetch Austragalus danicus and greater knapweed Centaurea 
scabiosa. The hedgerows are dominated by hawthorn Crataegus monogyna and blackthorn Prunus 
spinosa but include a good variety of additional shrub. 
 
The Beechwoods LNR 
9.76 ha 
Managed by Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Northamptonshire and Peterborough Wildlife Trust 
(BCNP) 
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‘A small wood of majestic beeches on a chalk ridge above Cambridge which was planted in the 
1840s. Local people planted a new plantation of broad leaved trees in 1992. 
Wildlife includes white helleborine orchid, beech trees, fungi, great spotted and green woodpeckers, 
nuthatch, spotted flycatcher. In good beech-mast crop years large flocks of bramblings gather to eat 
the beech-mast.’ 
 
Wandlebury Country Park 
40ha 
Scheduled Ancient Monuments 
Owned and managed by Cambridge Past Present and Future 
‘Wandlebury is the city’s original country park. With views as far as Ely, this tranquil countryside 
estate offers more than eight miles of wonderful walks through mature woodland and 
wildflower meadows grazed by Highland Cattle. A large part of the park is on the remains of a 
circular historic Iron Age hill fort  – a Scheduled Ancient Monument steeped in myth and legend.’ 
 
 

Other areas 
The majority of the land is in private ownership and under relatively intensive agricultural use, 
primarily for arable production.  Some land in the area is part of the Country Council Farms Estate. 
 

 
 
Source: Cambridgeshire County Council mapping 
 
Bridget Hodge has mapped land ownership in the area as illustrated in the following map.  
Cambridge colleges own a substantial proportion of the land and much is farmed by Trumpington 
Estates. 
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In recent years an increasing area of land has been entered into various agri-environment schemes. 
This reached a peak under Environmental Stewardship which was closed to new applications in 
2014.  This is the basis for much of the permissive access to the countryside that is described later.  A 
new ‘Countryside Stewardship’ scheme is currently open to new applicants but this.  However, the 
position will again change following Brexit but not until after 2020 or later.  
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There are various potential constraints on development.  One relates to flood risk and the other to 
risks to SSSIs.  Maps of these risks identify where they may apply. 
 
 

Wildlife Trust Living Landscape 
The Wildlife Trusts have established a series of ‘Living Landscape Areas’ across the UK “where nature 
conservation work is helping to put wildlife back on the map outside our protected nature reserves 
and with the help of a wide range of partners and communities.”  One of these sites is 
‘Cambridgeshire Chalk (Gog Magogs)’.  The area is illustrated in the map below. 
 

 
 

Wildlife Trust Living Landscape (Gog Magogs) Area 
http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/living-landscape/schemes 

 
The aim of the scheme is “to protect and enhance important chalk heath and grassland sites and to 
create an interconnected network of species-rich chalk grassland and other habitats south of 
Cambridge city. This will provide rich and diverse accessible ‘green infrastructure’ for the expanding 
population of Cambridge, within a government Growth Area.” 
 
A significant proportion of the Neighbourhood Plan area in within the Living Landscape area, 
suggesting that there could be important shared interests between the Wildlife Trust and the 
Neighbourhood Plan objectives. 
  

http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/living-landscape/schemes�
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Flood risk 
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Public access 
 
Public access to the countryside is provided in three main ways: sites where owners open the areas 
to the public, public rights of way and permissive access provided through agri-environment 
schemes. 
 
The major areas open to the public have already been identified as designated areas: Wandlebury 
Country Park and Magog Down.  These have important value.  ORVal is a national econometric 
model created at the University of Exeter that provides estimates of the welfare value of recreation 
sites based on local population and site data.  While such models should be treated with a degree of 
scepticism we might note that it provides estimates of over £234,000, £182,000, £91,000  and 
£54,000 for the annual welfare value of Wandlebury, Magog Down, the Beechwoods and Nine Wells 
respectively.  The total recreational value for sites in the whole Neighbourhood Plan area amounts 
to £1,272,000 per annum. 
http://leep.exeter.ac.uk/orval/ 
 
Public rights of way, primarily footpaths and bridleways, are identified on the County Council’s 
definitive map.    
 

Rights of Way 
 

 
 
Source: Cambridgeshire County Council mapping 
 
This indicates the sparsity of rights of way in the two parishes, especially outside the areas of 
Wandlebury and Magog Down. 
 
Access to the countryside is also provided through permissive access where landowners have agreed 
to allow the public access to their land as part of an agri-environment agreement. 
  

http://leep.exeter.ac.uk/orval/�
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Permissive Access 

 
Permissive access provided under agri-environment schemes.  Current access under Environmental 
Stewardship agreements.  Public access is not currently an option under the Countryside 
Stewardship scheme.   
 
           Trumpington Farms (B)    Magog Down          Trumpington Farms (A) 

 

 
 

Length of route Area of Walk Length of route 
4.6 km (2.9 miles) 
 

11.0 ha 1.9 km (1.2 miles) (in text or 
or 170 metre on map) 

Access end date Access end date Access end date 
31/07/2019 31/10/2018 31/07/2019 

 
Source:  http://cwr.naturalengland.org.uk/default.aspx?County=CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
 
 
As is indicated, permissive access is provided for a limited period of time and there appears to be no 
options to renew permissive access arrangements under the current Countryside Stewardship 
scheme.  We may note that Michael Gove indicated the potential for public payments for the 
provision of public access after UK policy after Brexit but this will not be implemented for several 
years (and we may note that it could anyway have been provided in England under the Common 
Agricultural Policy) 
 
The issue is illustrated by the previous provision of permissive access on country council land, as 
illustrated in the map, which is no longer recorded of the Natural England website, presumably 
because the agri-environment agreement has come to an end and not been replaced.. 
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No longer available? 

 

 
 
 
There is potential to establish new rights of way.  There are some routes in the villages that have 
been believed to have been traditional public routes over a period of time in the past but efforts to 
get them established as rights of way have not been successful.  Any claims to such rights would 
need to be established before 1 January 2026 after which date all rights would be extinguished.  
Possible sources of information on potential rights might be from the Enclosure map or from maps 
under the 1910 Finance Act on which landowners indicated public rights of way in order to avoid tax.  
Also local authorities have powers to create rights of way under the Highways Act.  Some leverage 
may be required in order to make this happen. 
 
 
 

Planning Policies 
 
The area of the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) is located within the Cambridge Green Belt and the area 
south of the Biomedical Campus to the north of Shelford and Stapleford is further covered by an 
Area Action Plan.  The latter was initially developed in the context of the Local Development 
Framework for the Cambridge Southern Fringe but it has subsequently been retained in the South 
Cambridgeshire Local Plan.   
 

South Cambridgeshire Local Plan 
 
This means that the NP area falls under the range of South Cambridgeshire Local Plan Policies 
relating generally to the rural environment.  For instance,  
 
 
 

Policy S/4: Cambridge Green Belt 
A Green Belt will be maintained around Cambridge that will define the extent of the 
urban area. The detailed boundaries of the Green Belt in South Cambridgeshire are 
defined on the Policies Map, which includes some minor revisions to the inner boundary 
of the Green Belt around Cambridge and to the boundaries around some inset villages. 
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The Local Plan explains the purposes of the Green Belt: 
“The Cambridge Green Belt surrounds Cambridge and is relatively small in extent, extending around 
3 to 5 miles from the edge of the City and incorporates many of South Cambridgeshire’s larger and 
most sustainable villages. The established purposes of the Cambridge Green Belt are to: 
• Preserve the unique character of Cambridge as a compact, dynamic city with a thriving historic 
centre; 
• Maintain and enhance the quality of its setting; and  
• Prevent communities in the environs of Cambridge from merging into one another and with the 
city.” 
 
The area is also covered by general policies relating, for instance, to  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Southern Fringe Area Action Plan 
 
Of most direct and specific relevance is the Area Action Plan for the Southern Fringe, which sets out 
a policy for countryside enhancement that covers a significant part of the NP area:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The area covered by the Action Plan is illustrated in the Figure 
 

POLICY CSF/5 Countryside Enhancement Strategy 
 
2. A Countryside Enhancement Strategy will be prepared for the area bounded by the 
Cambridge City boundary, Babraham Road, Haverhill Road, and the edge of the built up 
area of Great Shelford and Stapleford. The Strategy will comprise: 
f. New copses on suitable knolls, hilltops and scarp tops. 
g. Management and creation of chalk grassland. 
h. Management of existing shelter belts. 
i. New mixed woodland and shelter belts. 
j. Creation of a landscape corridor along Hobson’s Brook. February 2008 
k. Reinforcement and planting of new hedgerows. 
l. Roadside planting. 
m. New footpaths, cyclepaths and bridleways creating routes through the area and linking 
to Wandlebury Country Park /The Magog Down. 

Policy NH/2: Protecting and Enhancing Landscape Character 
Policy NH/5: Sites of Biodiversity or Geological Importance 
Policy NH/6: Green Infrastructure 
Policy NH/8: Mitigating the Impact of Development In and Adjoining the 
Green Belt 
Policy NH/10: Recreation in the Green Belt 
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Source: South Cambridgeshire Local Plan 
 
The enhancement of the countryside is required in response to the developments taking place 
within the City and in Trumpington both to mitigate their impacts and to provide for the needs of a 
growing population.  The Structure Plan requires that development brings about improvements to 
the adjoining countryside in South Cambridgeshire.  The District Council expects that development at 
the Addenbrooke’s Hospital site will therefore contribute to these networks through the extensive 
off-site landscape mitigation measures that will be required for the new hospital and research 
buildings. 
 
The Action Plan document comments that much of the area in South Cambridgeshire has not been 
surveyed in any detail for its ecological value. In order to protect and enhance the biodiversity of the 
area it will be essential to undertake full programmes for ecological survey and monitoring before, 
during and after construction. This will enable the identification of key areas of value to inform the 
design process and to develop strategies for:  
• Key species, particularly badgers, bats, great crested newts, barn owls, common lizard, grass snake, 
invertebrates, water vole, brown hare and important fish populations (through consultations with 
the Environment Agency);  
• Key habitats, including arable fields, woodland, individual trees of merit, open water both flowing 
and standing, mosaics of grassland, hedgerows, together with their associated ditches. 
 
The landscape strategy requires that green corridors penetrate into the urban area. For biodiversity 
it is important that a network within the development links to wildlife corridors and that they 
connect to the open countryside.  A Biodiversity Management Strategy will be needed to maintain 
and fund biodiversity. It will be important that any biodiversity management plan receives the full 
support of the local communities who should be involved in creation and care of habitats.  
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Within and close to the Southern Fringe there at Wandlebury Country Park and the Magog Down, 
and along the River Cam corridor.  Whilst all these areas are well related to the proposed 
developments in the Southern Fringe 
 
The Action Plan document notes that the significant countryside recreational areas popular areas of 
Magog Down and Wandlebury Country Park lack provision for public access, other than by car. They 
are not as accessible as they need to be due to the lack of public footpaths, bridleways and 
cycleways across the intervening countryside.  The network of footpaths / cyclepaths / bridleways 
should be extended to these areas.  Further these areas are already over-used and additional 
countryside recreation areas will be needed as a result of the development in Cambridge.   
 
A strategy should be developed having regard to the Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP). This 
is a statutory plan required by the Countryside and Rights of Way (CROW) Act 2000. The ROWIP will 
support improvements to the rights of way network over the whole county, and it is anticipated that 
the County Council will work with districts and other partners to achieve this. It will be important for 
these to be delivered in an early stage of the development.  
 
It is not clear whether or to what extent these requirements have been implemented.  There are 
requirements for survey and monitoring of the environment, a strategy for the enhancement of 
landscape and biodiversity and for the improvement of public access and for funding to be provided 
through the developments taking place in Trumpington and Addenbrookes 
 

Cambridgeshire Green Infrastructure Strategy 
 
The Country Council Green Infrastructure Strategy also makes some reference to the Great Shelford 
and Stapleford NP area.  This emphasises the importance of the countryside surrounding Cambridge 
with Wandlebury Country Park and the Gog Magog Hills forming an important gateway to the 
chalklands south of Cambridge.  The Gog Magog Countryside Project was established to protect and 
enhance the high quality landscape of the Gog Magog Hills. 
 
 

4.  Next stages 
 
Further evidence 
 
It could be useful to obtain information on biodiversity values outside of the designated sites.  This 
could support potential discussions about linking conservation areas and enhancing biodiversity.  
Information on Phase 2 sites could be obtained from the Cambridge and Peterborough 
Environmental Records Centre who have experience of providing information for Neighbourhood 
Plans.   
 
We have a proposal from Sophie O’Hara Smith to undertake a Landscape Assessment.  This could 
include: 

• Identification of Local Green Space through reference to its beauty, tranquillity, local 
distinctiveness etc. in accordance with NPPF guidance. 

• Potential Site Allocation Review of landscape and visual impact of development on potential 
site allocations land. 
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• Natural Environment Opportunities, such as Tree planting, Landscape enhancement and 
Recreation and access to the countryside. 

• Local Objectives to include the Neighbourhood Plan objectives 
• Landscape Policies 

 
Further consultation 
 
It would be helpful to have interaction with the organisations than manage environmental sites 
within the area, including Cambridge PPF, the Magog Trust, the Wildlife Trust, the Wildlife Trust, 
Natural England and the Hobson’s Conduit Trust.   
 
Linked with ideas and suggestions from other members of the communities, this could help to 
develop specific proposals that might then be taken into discussions with landowners about specific 
issues and options. 
 
Production of the draft Neighbourhood Plan 
 
This material should form the basis for the green belt and public access section of the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan that can then be the focus for further consultation. 
 


