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11th February 2022  
 
By email 
 
C Cllrs Brian Milnes and Maria King 
Cambridgeshire County Council  
 
 
Dear Cllrs Milnes and King 
 
I have been asked to write to you on behalf of Great Shelford Parish Council (GSPC) regarding the 
anticipated upcoming vote at Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) to approve the application for a 
Transport and Works Act Order (TWAO) regarding the Cambridge South East Transport (CSET) route from 
Babraham to the Cambridge Biomedical Campus (CBC) via Great Shelford. 
 
We urge you to vote against any motion to approve this CSET plan in its current or similar state.  GSPC 
opposes the current plan and supports a route that runs either on or parallel to the A1307. 
 
There are several reasons for GSPC's opposition to the proposed route that are well documented 
elsewhere, but for brevity I have summarised them here. 

• We are extremely concerned by the irreversible environmental damage the proposed route will 
impose on the Gog Magog Downs and the Hobson’s Brook valley which is bounded on one side by Nine 
Wells and White Hill and on the other side by a Scheduled Monument. 

• The route runs almost exclusively through greenbelt and we do not believe the project meets the 
standard required to allow this to happen.  We are concerned that as greenbelt is developed, Great 
Shelford will eventually be subsumed into Cambridge City and we will lose our individual, independent, 
rural character.  This concern is exacerbated by other projects that are earmarked for Great Shelford 
such as East West Rail. 

• The route neatly parcels up land for further development within the greenbelt.  This further increases 
our concerns noted above. 

• The route will impose further traffic disruptions to Granham’s Road and Hinton Way, both of which are 
already heavily affected by the existing level crossings. 

• In addition to these disadvantages, Great Shelford will see little benefit from the proposed route as the 
station is outside the village and will be readily accessible to only a small fraction of our residents. 

• We conducted a survey of residents last year and the response was clearly against the current CSET 
proposals and for the A1307 route, in support of GSPC's policy. 

 
Please note that we fully recognise the need for further transport infrastructure development in order to 
relieve the pressure on our roads.  Several of Great Shelford's roads are severely congested during morning 
and evening rush hours and we expect this to get worse as CBC is developed further, as per the draft Local 
Plan.  Nevertheless, GSPC believes that a route alongside or on the A1307 would be beneficial for a number 
of reasons. 

• It uses an existing transport corridor and would therefore cause significantly less environmental 
damage. 



• It doesn't open up Great Shelford to further development that would affect our individual, 
independent, rural character. 

• It would connect to the south east side of the CBC, which is where much of the new development 
envisaged by the draft Local Plan would be located.  The west side will be well-served by Cambridge 
South Station and the existing guided busway network. 

• We expect it would be significantly cheaper and quicker to develop than the proposed CSET plan, 
meaning the advantages would be seen sooner. 

• It doesn't negatively impact the proposals for reopening the Haverhill to Cambridge railway line, or the 
light rail scheme proposed by Cambridge Connect.  Both of these proposals have some attractive 
aspects to GSPC, particularly if the plans see the railway through Great Shelford placed in a trench or a 
tunnel so that Granham’s Road and Hinton Way can be permanently opened to traffic. 

 
Brian, you attended GSPC’s full council meeting on Wednesday 19th January and you stated that you would 
vote for the TWAO.  You gave two reasons: 

1. It would be “perverse” (your word) for CCC to vote against GCP's plans as CCC is a part of GCP. 

2. There was no alternative plan to the current proposal at a sufficiently well-developed stage to 
consider. 

 
Respectfully, GSPC counters with the following points. 

• CCC may be part of GCP, but CCC is a democratically accountable body whereas GCP is not.  It is 
therefore perfectly reasonable for CCC to vote against the proposal if the residents you represent are 
against it.  As you are our representatives, we ask you to represent Great Shelford's wishes in this 
matter.  You are no doubt well aware that (to the best of our knowledge) Stapleford and Babraham 
Parish Councils also oppose the current plans and that you also represent those parishes at CCC. 

• Should the TWAO be approved by CCC, GSPC has resolved in principle to provide up to £15,000 to the 
‘Better Ways than Busway’ group with the objective of opposing the plans at a Public Inquiry.  We 
understand that many other groups including the aforementioned Parish Councils have also pledged 
funding.  It would seem to be a huge waste of taxpayers’ money to have to go to such lengths in order 
get the plans changed to reflect the settled opinion of residents along the route.  A vote against the 
TWAO now would achieve the same effect without spending any further public money. 

 
Thank you for considering the points made in this letter and I look forward to your response. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
Libby White BEM FdA FSLCC 
Clerk to the Council  
 
 


