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South Cambs District Council – February 2022 report for Shelford Ward 

 

1. Local plan: response to ‘first proposals’ consultation 
 

The consultation period on the ‘first proposals’ stage in the development of the joint 

Cambridge City and South Cambridgeshire Local Plan began on November 1st and closed at 

5pm on December 13th. We submitted the following response to the proposals for the 

Mingle Lane/Hinton Way site across Great Shelford and Stapleford: 

While the principle of expanding the housing stock in our villages by 100 homes over the next 

20 years is reasonable, local residents are understandably concerned about building them on 

the green belt. The principal question is: is it worth incursion on the green belt to deliver such 

a small percentage of the overall additional projected housing needs?  

Furthermore, if 100 houses are needed, why is such a large area (10 hectares) proposed for 

development?  

Local concern is that a second access route would result in a much large number of houses 

being built on the proposed site. The Local Plan explains that the housing supply must meet 

the evidential need. As only 100 houses are required within the Shelfords and Stapleford to 

meet that need, why propose a site that might accommodate many more houses?  

We call on the Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service to either (1) reduce the area of 

land proposed for development is OR (2) designate a Local Green Space the area of the 10-

hectare plot beyond that which is necessary for 100 houses, thereby protecting it from 

development and offering the potential of park land with play facilities to the east of Great 

Shelford and Stapleford. This would represent a significant benefit to families living in the 

area. 

However, based on the subsequent successful appeal against South Cambs’ decision to 

reject the planning retirement village in Stapleford, we submitted a further comment to 

GCSPS: 

 

At the end of December (after the consultation on the First Proposals closed) it was 

announced that an appeal against the rejection of a planning application for a retirement 

village in Stapleford had been accepted by the planning inspector. The site is on greenbelt 

bounded by the A1307, Stapleford village, Hinton Way and Haverhill Road.  

 

The 10-ha site in our ward, which the First Proposals document proposes to allocate for the 

development of 100 houses, is within this same parcel of greenbelt. 

 

We believe the Mingle Lane/Hinton Way should now not go ahead. There are three key 

arguments to support this: 
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1. The area of land for housing in the retirement village is 4ha, which is a similar amount of 

land actually required for 100 houses on the Mingle Lane site. Therefore, the retirement 

village should be considered as being Shelford ward’s contribution to the housing 

requirements in the next Local Plan. 

2. The case for the retirement village was built on releasing housing stock in the area - with 

elderly people in Stapleford and Great Shelford moving into the retirement village and 

freeing up family homes. Therefore, the RV will reduce (or may even remove) the 

requirement for new houses in Shelford Ward in the period of the next Local Plan. (Note this 

will be further reduced in the event that plans for retirement flats on 2 Station Road, Gt 

Shelford are approved.) 

3. The reduced net housing requirements weakens any argument for incursion into the green 

belt. If the site now only needs to deliver tens of houses (if any), GCPS should find space for 

them in infill opportunities and other smaller brownfield development sites across Greater 

Cambridge, and protect the green belt from further damage. 

 
2. Grants update 
 

Applications remain open for the latest business support grants for businesses impacted as 

a direct result of the Omicron variant of COVID-19. Following an extension of the grants 

schemes from the Dept for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) the District 

Council is extending the deadline for applications to March 11th. BEIS have also removed the 

compulsory requirement for specific detail on remittance advice – this is what was causing 

technical difficulties for us and many other LA’s. 

The Omicron Hospitality and Leisure Grant (OHLG) supports eligible rate-paying businesses 

in the hospitality, accommodation and leisure sectors with one off grants of up to £6,000 

per premises (depending on rateable value).  

We have received further funding through the Additional Restrictions Grant (ARG) scheme. 

This is a limited fund that the Council will use this to provide discretionary one-off grants to 

support eligible businesses that do not have a rateable value and/or are ineligible to receive 

the OHLG but nonetheless operate in the supply chain to OHLG businesses.  

For ARG (the £360k funds) we have started work on looking at those supported previously 

through Wet-led Pubs/ ARG Hardship/Growth fund etc with the view to contacting those 

that could be eligible suggesting that may want to apply. 

  

Grants figures as of Feb 4th: 

  

Omicron Hospitality & Leisure Grants 

Applications received:239 

Applications processed: 180 
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Processed value: £490.6k (inc 44 awaiting checks prior to paying - value £146k) 

 

ARG 

Applications received: 84 

Applications processed:36 

Process value: £124k 

Rejected: 20 

Pending/in progress: 28 

 

We are seeing a large number of applications from sole traders, specifically within the 

personal care sector – hairdressers/beauty treatments – which involves quite a bit of detail 

in gaining supporting evidence on them meeting the eligibility criteria set out in the policy. 

 
3. Housing 
 

We are beyond meeting our target of doubling the number of Council houses delivered, and 

by the end of March 2022, will have delivered 89. This is triple the number expected, a year 

ahead of schedule. We are also building more than we are selling. 

 

Afghan resettlement: We have four families settled in accommodation and are awaiting the 

arrival of four more families.  

 

4. Volunteering and community action 
 

Two related initiatives from the District Council are supporting residents to make a 

difference in their local communities: 

 

As reported last year, the District Council is seeking to encourage the continuation of the 

fantastic volunteer-spirit, which so evident during the pandemic. Volunteering is known to 

improve both physical and mental health and wellbeing, increase confidence, provide new 

skills and valuable work experience along with a sense of connection to others in the 

community. We’re encouraging volunteers to get involved in other community projects. 

They can check out our Community action case studies webpage for inspiration from other 

local groups or email Emma Dyer at CLP@scambs.gov.uk   

 

Following the successful event on 22 November showcasing local community action and 

community led plans, SCDC is holding another event on 7 March. The event will showcase 

more ideas for community action projects and provide information about the difference 

between a ‘Neighbourhood’ and ‘Community-Led’ Plan. 

Secondly, SCDC is supporting residents who want to tackle a problem in their community, 

but don't know how to start. This could be setting up a social group for people who feel 

isolated, tackling a community safety concern such as antisocial behaviour or organising tree 

planting. 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-safety-and-health/community-action/community-action-case-studies/
mailto:CLP@scambs.gov.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/216829471787
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Residents can find information on South Cambs’ Community action case studies page, or 

the Community-Led Plan toolkit. 

 

They can also request personalised guidance, such as pointing them to another village that 

has successfully overcome a similar challenge, or helping them find grants the project could 

be eligible for. There is more information on this webpage, including a form to complete to 

request support from the SCDC Communities team: 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-safety-and-health/community-action/ 

 

Cllr.sample@scambs.gov.uk       Mob. 07706 990833 

Cllr.fane@scambs.gov.uk       Mob. 07802 256861 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-safety-and-health/community-action/community-action-case-studies/
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-safety-and-health/community-action/community-led-plan-toolkit/
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community-safety-and-health/community-action/
mailto:Cllr.sample@scambs.gov.uk
mailto:Cllr.fane@scambs.gov.uk

