
 

Great Shelford Parish Council confirmed eligibility and adopted the General Power of Competence on 15th 
September 2021, reaffirmed on 18th May 2022. All decisions are taken using that power unless otherwise stated. 

Great Shelford Parish Council, PO Box 1492, Cambridge CB1 0YQ   T: 01223 616622   E: clerk@greatshelfordparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Initials 

Minutes of the Recreation and Pavilion Committee Meeting of 
Great Shelford Parish Council, held at the Pavilion, Great Shelford 
Recreation Ground on Wednesday 13th July 2022 at 7.30pm 
Present: Cllr Watson (Chairman), Cllr Ashurst, Cllr Bassett, Cllr Price 

Clerk: Libby White BEM FdA FSLCC 

In attendance: 2 Members of the Public 

RP22-23. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Shareef and Cllr Stanton (personal) 

RP22-24. Councillors’ Declarations of Interest 
Declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the agenda None  

Requests to Speak: None required 

To receive requests for dispensations: None 

Grant of dispensations: None. 

RP22-25. Public Participation Session (10 min) 

None – members of the public were asked to speak under the item they were attending for. 

RP22-26. Approval of Minutes 
a) It was RESOLVED by a unanimous vote that minutes of the Recreation & Pavilion Committee Meeting 

held on 6th April 2022 be approved and signed.   

b) None. 

RP22-27. Pavilion and Recreation Ground Matters 
a) The Clerk updated members on matters relating to the Recreation Ground and the Pavilion.  It was noted 

that the new jubilee bench to commemorate the Platinum Jubilee had been installed and lots of positive 

comments received.  Work had commenced on the paving to run in front of the Pavilion, to the side and 

in the cricket compound and the Clerk has been liaising with the council’s solicitor about the 

technicalities for residents to gift the stop nets to the parish council which would include a Deed of Gift. 

b) Cllr Watson noted that there had not been much progress on the Wheelscape project since the 

discussions with the Scout and Guiding groups.  It was noted that the whole issue is on the agenda for 

the full council meeting on 20th July. 

c) This item was considered before item RP22-26. 

The Chairman of the Cricket Club was in attendance to discuss the Cricket Club’s request for an artificial 

wicket to be installed on the Recreation Ground.  During a lengthy discussion it was noted that it would 

replace the wicket closest to the Pavilion, it is anticipated that having the artificial wicket would provide 

more opportunities for play, increase practise sessions and reduce wear and tear on the grass wickets.  

Should the parish council be amenable to this being installed, the club is eligible for a grant of up to 90% 

of the cost (estimated at roughly £10,000) as they are running an ‘all girls team’.   

Cllr Bassett arrived at 7:12pm. 

It was RESOLVED to offer in principal support of the project but subject to the club providing images to 

demonstrate that there would be no incursion on the football pitches, that the cricket club’s insurance 

would cover the wicket and that they have researched the ongoing maintenance of the wicket. 

d) It was noted that Angli-Ear had raised concerns about the tree and hedge line bordering their car park 

which was creating a mess on their property including fallen leaves creating slip hazards, and droppings 

from birds.  The Clerk noted that the trees and hedge were very overgrown and had not been 

managed in some time.  An application had been put to the planning authority to allow the 

council to carry out maintenance on this area (as it is in a conservation area) should the council 



 

 

decide that the work was necessary.  After a brief discussion it was proposed by Cllr Ashurst, seconded 

by Cllr Watson and RESOLVED to have the work carried out at a cost of £1,950 + VAT.  Once work is 

complete, Angli-Ear to maintain their side overhanging their property. 

Action: Clerk to liaise with Brookfield Groundcare once permission is given. 

e) This item was considered before item RP22-26 (but after RP22-27c). 

A resident has carried out the review of the extensive report provided by PECT to increase biodiversity on 

the Recreation Ground.  It was noted that it had been hoped that the report would have covered other 

areas such as the public open spaces owned by the parish council, other areas of open space i.e. 

Macaulay Avenue, cemetery and allotments.  It was noted that some of the suggestions would not be 

feasible as they would encroach onto, or cause issues for users of the sports pitches.  After a short 

discussion it was agreed to contact SCDC to see if there is any possibility of increasing the tree cover on 

the larger public spaces the parish council maintains on their behalf and perhaps look at consulting with 

residents about what they would like to see and how they can be part of it. 

Action: Speak to SCDC and look at communication with residents.  

f) The Clerk informed members that with only one sign noting that dogs were not permitted to the left of 

the footpath, residents were not aware of the restrictions.  It was agreed to seek additional signage to be 

placed on the emergency gate and pedestrian access next to Memorial Hall to provide information for 

residents. 

Action: Clerk to arrange 

g) The Clerk informed members that she had met with a representative of Saffron Security.  He had 

provided some advice as to what can be done to enhance the current coverage of the Recreation Ground 

and will provide a quote for this and also the Memorial Hall. 

Action: Clerk to chase. 

RP22-28. Memorial Hall 
The Clerk and Chairman updated all on the progress made with the transfer of responsibilities coming 

back to the parish council with effect from 1st September.  After a brief discussion it was agreed to set up 

a meeting with Cambridgeshire ACRE to obtain advice on what ideas there may be for better running of 

the hall, potential costs involved and where grants can be obtained.  Future work on the building 

including such things as a new commercial kitchen, upgrading toilets, etc. also need to be considered. 

Action: Clerk to arrange a meeting with Cambridgeshire ACRE 

RP22-29. River Bank  
It was noted that the Clerk had found some potential contacts to seek advice on how to better maintain 

the river bank.  It was agreed that a meeting be set up and for cllrs to attend if they are available. 

Action: Clerk to set up meeting. 

RP22-30. Clay Pit 
Cllrs noted that volunteers continue to carry out maintenance in the Clay Pit in line with the advice from 

the 2007 report from the Wildlife Trust.  It was agreed that Cllrs will try and visit them next time they are 

working to have a catch up.  It was also agreed to speak with the Wildlife Trust to see if it is beneficial to 

review the 2007 report and update it as necessary. 

Action: Clerk to contact the volunteers and the Wildlife Trust.  

RP22-31. Matters for Future Consideration 
Next meeting to be held on 12th October 2022. 

RP22-32. Close of Meeting 
Meeting closed at 8.24pm. 

 

Signed: ...................................................................................................... Date:  ......................................  

Chairman 


