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4 April 2022 

 

Dear Cllr Watson, 
 
Thank you for your letter to our chief executive, Andrew Haines, about East West Rail. I’ve been asked 
to reply as Senior Public Affaris Manager for the railway in your area.  
 
I know the EWR scheme could require the construction of new infrastructure in the Great Shelford 
area so can understand why you’re so interested in the scheme. Below I’ve explained the purpose of 
our Strategic Statement and our relationship to the wider scheme. I hope this is helpful.  
 
Purpose of our Strategic Statement 
 
As you may know, one of Network Rail’s responsibilities is to plan for the long-term future of the 
railway. The Strategic Statement you refer to was produced by our Strategic Planning team who carry 
out this work.  
 
The Strategic Statement sets out our position on the long-term opportunity to expand the scope of 
the East West Rail (EWR) programme. It suggests ways the benefits to the regional and national rail 
network can be maximised. It doesn’t specify a programme of works, infrastructure projects or a 
pattern of train service as part of this.  
 
This document is intended to feed into wider strategic rail planning. It is not a comment on the 
proposed designs for, or operation of, any new infrastructure delivered by EWR. It’s analysis of 
Generalised Journey Times, for example, assesses the impact the scheme will have on regional 
connectivity, and how this can be maximised. This analysis is not intended to assess specific journeys 
such as the one you’ve described in your letter. Its scope is also limited to EWR and does not include 
other aspirational schemes like reopening the line to Haverhill.  
 
Freight 
 
You’re right that our Strategic Statement has identified the possibility that EWR could provide access 
to the “Golden Triangle” (the area of the East Midlands that hosts a high density of distribution 
facilities). But this is dependent on a number of other changes being made to the network. These are 
not within the scope of EWR and there is currently no commitment to deliver them.  
 
Maximising the potential for freight via EWR will be dependent further integration with the existing 
main line network, which is subject to ongoing strategic analysis and development. The EWML 
statement does not commit to an increase in freight, or passenger, service beyond that currently 
remitted by the EWR programme. 
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The 50 trains per day figure you’ve quoted is the theoretical potential of the EWR route. It is an 
approximate number that demonstrates EWR could sustain a substantial amount of freight traffic. 
As mentioned above, there are several changes or improvements that would need to be made to the 
network for this figure to be achieved.  
 
At present, it is unknown how much freight will run on EWR. The East West Railway Company (EWR 
Co) are aware that freight is a topic of great interest to the local communities they will serve and are 
currently carrying out a study to understand potential freight use. They’ll be able to provide more 
information on freight at the next consultation.  
 
Wider concerns 
 
I can understand your interest in EWR’s chosen route and the impact a new section of operations 
railway might have on those who live near it. EWR Co are designing and delivering the scheme and 
are responsible for assessing and managing these impacts. We are not able to suggest or consult on 
possible alternative routes as they’re not within the scope of our Strategic Statement.  
 
I’ve spoken to colleagues at EWR Co and they’re aware you’d like to learn more about the project. To 
raise any specific concerns about the selected route and their local impact, or any other questions 
about EWR, please do email them to EWR Co at contact@eastwestrail.co.uk.   
 
I’m sorry I’m not able to answer more of your questions but hope this information is helpful. Thanks 
again for getting in touch. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Charles Baker 
Senior Public Affairs Manager – Anglia  


