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Initials 

Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting of Great Shelford 
Parish Council, held at the Great Shelford Pavilion, Great 
Shelford Recreation Ground, Great Shelford on Wednesday 12th 
October 2022 at 7.30pm 

Present: Cllr Watson (Chairman), Cllr Price, Cllr Shareef 
Clerk: Libby White BEM FdA FSLCC 

In attendance:  2 Members of the Public 
 
RP22-32 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Ashurst, Cllr Bassett and Cllr Stanton 
(personal) 

RP22-33 Councillors’ Declarations of Interest 
None 

RP22-34 Public Participation Session (10 min) 
Resident A raised several items for discussion the majority of which members were able to 
confirm that the points raised were on future agendas or had been realised previously.  They 
raised concern over the lack of fence around the Playscape.  The Chair of the Playscape charity 
was also in attendance and able to confirm the reasoning behind the parish council’s choice 
not to have a fence and noted that there is an article on their website blog which details the 
thought process behind the lack of fence.   

RP22-35 Approval of Minutes 
It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting of the Recreation & Pavilion 
Committee meeting held on 13th July 2022. 

RP22-36 Pavilion and Recreation Ground Matters 
a) The Clerk noted that there was a broken handhold on the Playscape which needed fixing, 

the two lifebuoys at the river have had the throw lines vandalised and need replacing, the 
secure lock on the Ranger’s shed has been lost and needed replacing and the groundcare 
contractor has raised concern about the state of the bins around the Recreation Ground 
which they have noticed when covering for the Ranger while he is on holiday.  

b) Following a review of the report from the PECT to increase biodiversity, mainly on the 
Recreation Ground, it was agreed to speak to SCDC to see if it is feasible to plant trees on 
the green by their flats and on the green at Davey Crescent.  It was also RESOLVED to 
order 100 whips and reuse the chestnut fencing from the Memorial Green, to allow these 
to grow in the Copse.   
Action: Clerk to liaise with SCDC and order the whips. 

c) The ongoing discussions between the constructor for the Playscape, the parish council 
and the surveyor about the failing mounds was discussed among members.  It was 
RESOLVED to rebuild the mounds with the suggested overburden soil (more clay based 
than existing) and reseed.  Old soil can be reused on the existing mounds to reseed.  The 
mounds to have coir netting to protect the mounds as the grass grows. 

Action: Clerk to liaise with Building Perspectives. 

  



 

 

d) Following the death of Her Majesty the Queen, it was RESOLVED to plant two trees to 
commemorate her life and to use the flowers laid by residents as compost for the trees in 
line with the protocol adopted by the council previously.  The trees would be one Acer 
campestre Elsrijk ‘Field Maple’ at £122 and a Carpinus betulus ‘Hornbeam’ at £113.  It was 
requested by members for the Clerk to see if it was feasible for the trees to be planted on 
the Memorial Green   
Action: Clerk to order trees and to seek advice about location. 

e) It was noted that Building Perspectives have sent tender documents out to four 
contractors to respond with drawings for the Wheelscape in time for the November 
meeting. 

f) Following the decision by members to look at a cage for the Ranger’s shed to protect 
parish council equipment and to provide a safe area for the Ranger, the Clerk noted that 
quotes were coming in at between £1,200 and £1,900 to provide only a small area.  It was 
noted that the sports equipment being held by the sports clubs was taking over the space 
and it was RESOLVED that the area be divided more equalling into two spaces on a budget 
of £1,500. 

Action: Clerk to seek a solution to provide two similar spaces 

g) Following a request from a resident to understand the Playscape masterplan around 
fencing and to consider lighting the footpath to the Pavilion, these items were discussed 
within the public participation session earlier in the meeting. 

h) The Clerk noted the quotations received for CCTV at the Recreation Ground.  All quotes 
were looking to upgrade the existing cameras at the Pavilion and to install new cameras to 
cover more area of the Recreation Ground.  After a brief discussion it was RESOLVED to 
work with Briar Security with their quotation for the Pavilion at £1,990.00 + VAT and 
Memorial Hall at £2,760.00 + VAT and to include additional cameras at £160.00 + VAT 
each to cover the playscape, tennis courts (with agreement from the Tennis Club) and 
from the Ranger’s shed.  Money to be spent from the Earmarked Reserves set aside for 
the CCTV upgrade. 

Action: Clerk to liaise with Briar Security 

i) This item was discussed at the end of the meeting.   

The current spend against budget for the Pavilion & Recreation Ground Committee and 
the budget requirement for 2023/24 including fees for Pavilion hire and sports clubs was 
discussed to with proposals to be taken to the Finance & General Purposes Committee 
meeting in December. 

RP22-37 Memorial Hall 
a) It was noted that an electrical survey has been undertaken on the Memorial Hall, Pavilion 

and the Ranger’s Shed as they were all due or overdue.  In addition, a fire risk assessment 
has also been carried out on the Hall and Pavilion. 

b) In line with advice from Cambridgeshire ACRE and to be able to provide a hall specific 
policy, it was RESOLVED to approve the proposed Memorial Hall health and safety policy. 

Action: Clerk to ensure circulated to regular hirers and future hirers 

c) This item was discussed at the end of the meeting.   

The hire fees for the Memorial Hall for 2023 were considered by members and 
recommendations to be taken to Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting in 
December. 

d) This item was discussed at the end of the meeting. 
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The current spend against budget for the Memorial Hall and the budget requirement for 
2023/24 was discussed with proposals to be taken to the Finance & General Purposes 
Committee meeting in December.  

RP22-38 River Bank  
The Clerk noted that contact has been made with Miles Water Engineering who have been 
recommended to the council by Hobsons Conduit.  They have been sent photos of the river 
(both before various projects undertaken and after) and an engineer will go and have a look at 
the river.  Clerk to follow up and ascertain what help they can provide. 

Action: Clerk to liaise with Miles Water Engineering. 

RP22-39 Clay Pit 
It was noted that though the Clerk had contacted the Wildlife Trust, no communication had 
been received about looking to update the maintenance requirements for the Clay Pit.  
Volunteers would be working at the Clay Pit on Saturday 22nd October and councillors have 
been invited to see what they are doing. 

Action: Councillors to visit the volunteers while they are working at the Clay Pit. 

RP22-40 Matters for Future Consideration 

 

Date of next Meeting: Wednesday 8th February 2023 

Meeting closed at 8.15pm. 
 
 
Signed: ...................................................................................................... 
Chairman 
Date: ...................................................................................................... 


