
 

  

 

Cemetery & Allotments 
Meeting Papers 
17th October 2022 



CA22-17 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies have been received from Cllr Price for personal reasons. 

 

CA22-18 Councillors’ Declarations of Interest 
To receive any declarations of interest from councillors whether they be of a personal nature 
or pecuniary (financial).  All dispensation requests should be made to the Clerk, in writing, 
prior to the meeting as per Standing Orders 13d.  Dispensation Forms for ongoing 
dispensation requests are available for councillors in the folder entitled ‘Information for 
Councillors’ on the VSM Shared Network. 

 

CA22-19 Public Participation Session (10 min) 
To allow members of the public 10 minutes to speak about items on the agenda, or else raise 
questions about other matters concerning them which may be including in future agendas.  
There is no requirement to have to answer questions in the session and it can be that a 
response to questions raised is made outside the meeting.  No decisions can be made under 
this item. 

 

CA22-20 Approval of Minutes 
a) To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 22nd June 2022. 

 

CA22-21 Cemetery Matters 
a) To receive a verbal update on matters concerning the cemetery from the Clerk. 

b) The fees for the cemetery were reviewed last year.  Numbers of interments have increased 
quite a bit this year and we have had a couple from outside the village (our beautiful cemetery 
is quite attractive for many) and we need to consider the longevity of the site.  Attached as 
appendix 1 is an updated comparison of costs with recommendations for 2023. 

c) Based on the knowledge of the number of interments carried out over the last couple of years, 
the imagery created by the mapping software and the landscape of the cemetery, it is 
estimated that there is about five and a half years left before the cemetery is full.  With this 
being based on the knowledge of the Clerk, it is advised to seek a professional survey to check 
where the remaining plots can be located due to the number of trees in the remaining area. 

d) Correspondence has been received from the Commonwealth War Graves Commission to 
install a sign at the cemetery.  There are three Commonwealth War Graves in Shelford 
Cemetery.  There would be no cost to the council.  See appendix 2 for more information.  A 
separate pdf. document will be provided to provide images and further information about the 
signage itself.  Should the council agree, it would be recommended that the sign be fixed to 
the gates at the cemetery. 

e) To consider the current spend against budget for the cemetery and the budgetary requirement 
for 2023/24.  See appendix 3. 

f) To receive an update from the Chairman on discussion with neighbouring landowners about 
land usage for the cemetery and to receive some information from the Clerk gained from CDS 
Group about expansion of cemeteries. 



 

CA22-22 Allotment Matters 
a) To receive a verbal update on matters concerning the allotments from the Clerk. 

b) To consider the raised allotments for the area near the entrance at Stonehill.  Three options 
have been provided for consideration at appendix 4.  These could be built by the Community 
Payback team. 

c) The fees for the allotments were last reviewed in 2021.  There have been a number of changes 
in tenancy this year and the main issue we have had to deal with is allotments which have 
been left in a mess by the previous tenant as they have not had the time to maintain.  
Summary of findings is laid out in appendix 5. 

d) To consider the current spend against budget for the cemetery and the budgetary requirement 
for 2023/24.  See appendix 6. 

 
CA22-23 Matters for Future Consideration 

Sign for cemetery 

Refurbishment of lych-gate and main gates and fencing 

Date of next Meeting: 11th January 2023  

Any business to be considered by Great Shelford Parish Council must be delivered to the Clerk for inclusion on 
the agenda at least 7 working days prior to the meeting.  



Appendix 1 

Comparison of Cemetery Prices 2022 
Further the comparison made in 2021, a comparison of cemetery prices in the area has been carried out for 2022.  The table below shows the rates for cemetery 
for other councils locally.  Information has been found on the relevant council’s website. 

Description of Cost  Great 
Shelford  

 Oakington   Willingham   Stapleford   Linton  Whittlesford  Harston  Fowlmere   
Average  

Interment over 18  225.00   200.00   168.00   200.00   500.00   250.00  95.00  100.00  217.25  
Interment ashes  125.00   110.00   88.00  200.00  250.00   100.00  50.00  80.00   125.38  
Purchase plot (single)  275.00   250.00   168.00   250.00   375.00   225.00  250.00  175.00   277.25  
Purchase plot (double depth) 450.00  300.00  

    
 

 
 375.00  

Purchase plot (ashes)  125.00   120.00   88.00  125.00  225.00   125.00  85.00  90.00   122.88  
Memorial  225.00   140.00   84.00   150.00   200.00   175.00    80.00  150.57  
Additional Inscription  140.00   90.00   42.00   75.00   75.00   25.00    40.00   69.57  

Notes 
      

 
  

Stapleford, Harston, Whittlesford and Linton charge double for non-locals for all purchase of plots and interments. 

We estimate that there are approximately 55 full size burial plots remaining in the cemetery as it is (maximum).  There have been 7 interments since 1st April 
2022.  If we consider that there are 10 per year there is only 5.5 years left for interments (if all are new plots). 

Recommendations for 2023 
Prices to remain as they are but to double the fees for residents from outside the village for the purchase of plots or interments. 
Should Council Members wish to increase the fees, to increase by 2% and round to the nearest £5.  In this instance fees would be: 

Interment over 18  230.00  
Interment ashes  130.00  
Purchase plot (single)  280.00  
Purchase plot (double depth) 460.00 
Purchase plot (ashes)  130.00  
Memorial  230.00  
Additional Inscription  145.00  



Appendix 2 
 

From: UKNA Signs <ukna.signs@cwgc.org> 
Sent: 21 September 2022 11:21 
To: Libby White 
Subject: Commonwealth War Graves Commission – installation of signs indicating war graves at 

Great Shelford Cemetery 
Attachments: CWGC Sign Application Form.docx; Examples of CWGC Signs and fixing methods - 

UKNA.pdf; CWGC FAQ Signage Project.pdf 

Dear Mr Winter 
 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission – installation of signs indicating war graves 

 
Ref No: 

 
Cemetery Name 

No. of 
casualties 

06180 Great Shelford Cemetery 3 
 

I am writing on behalf of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission to enquire if Great Shelford 
Parish Council would be interested in having a sign at your Cemetery to let the public know there are 
war graves situated there. The Signs project commenced as part of the centenary of the First World 
War and it is hoped that we can 
erect signs at as many churchyards, cemeteries and burial grounds as possible that contain war graves. 
The aim of the initiative is to increase awareness of war graves in the UK and to remind the public that 
they need not travel abroad to find Commonwealth commemorations. 

 
If you would be interested in having a sign installed, please complete and return the attached ‘CWGC 
Sign Application Form’ for each site, together with a photograph showing the desired location of the 
sign at that burial ground. All signs will be installed (unless by prior agreement), paid for and maintained 
by the Commission on a permanent basis. 

 
If two signs are required at one burial ground (different entrances), please note this on the 
application form, together with details of which entrance, the appropriate size & fixing method for 
each sign and a separate photo showing the desired location of each sign and then send completed 
application (with photograph) to ukna.signs@cwgc.org. 

 

Once we have received your application we aim to install the sign(s) at the agreed location(s) as soon as 
possible, within a maximum of 12 months. If however, you would prefer to install the sign yourself, this 
is an option, although we would still require the details requested on the application form & a photo of 
the proposed location. This is in case the sign needs to be replaced at some point in the future (as a 
result of damage, theft, etc.). 

 
I have also attached a FAQ sheet for your information, and some suggested fixing options, however if 
you have any further questions about the application process, or if would like any other information 
about the Commission, please do not hesitate to contact us. If you would like to find out more about the 
casualties buried in your burial grounds, please visit our website at www.cwgc.org, where you can 
search our database. 

 
Kind Regards, 

Juliet Hunter 
Project Administrator, United Kingdom and Northern Area 
 

 

mailto:ukna.signs@cwgc.org
mailto:ukna.signs@cwgc.org
http://www.cwgc.org/


Appendix 3 

  



Appendix 4 
 

The first two images have been taken from a company called Wood Blocx with sturdy raised beds.  These 
are more expensive, but may be longer lasting as the website says 15 years lifespan.  The third image is 
from Woodside Products and is similar to the ones at Mores Meadow. Unsure about the lifespan on this 
one.  The final image is from Harrod Horticulture with a lifespan of 2 years. 

 

 

https://www.woodblocx.co.uk/vegetable-bed-wooden-planter
https://www.woodsideproducts.co.uk/98584-woodside-raised-wooden-garden-bed-planter-plants-vegetable-herb-box.html?gclid=CjwKCAjwkaSaBhA4EiwALBgQaOKbxfrAus8769MbkQqfKIeLqSJpfoHmhajht7VCN1msugnD83ighRoCaQwQAvD_BwE#174=&175=&178=&182=
https://www.harrodhorticultural.com/allotment-wooden-raised-beds-pid7992.html


 

 
  



Appendix 5 
 
Allotment Comparison 
Name of 
Council 

 Cost 
Quarter  

 Cost 
half  

 Cost 
3/4  

 Cost 
whole  Notes 

Whittlesey   24.00    48.00  
Ask for contribution towards water, gate key deposit, compostable toilet on site and paths to 
allotments are slabbed 

St Ives   18.00    36.00  £25 deposit and refunded if plot left in good order 

Girton  8.00   16.00   24.00   32.00  
New tenant pays £50 dilapidation deposit, 10% off purchases at Oakington & £21 NAS 
membership fee giving bulk buying facilities 

Huntingdon     32.50   
Duxford   18.00    27.00   
Wisbech      26.40  £264 per acre. Most are 0.08 or 0.1 acre 
Cambourne     20.00  Any different sizes adjusted from this base figure as at 2018 

Coton     20.00  
Rent ranges from £8 to £20 and they pay an annual subscription to the National Allotment 
Association £5 each 

Littleport   10.00    20.00   
Dry Drayton   7.00    14.00   
Hilton     10.00   
Little Shelford  12.00   24.00    £70 deposit they get back if in good condition, water free 
Notes 
Only council to have put up their fees in the last 12 months was Huntingdon. 
Current fees for Shelford are: 

Mini £15.00 
Small £30.00 
Standard £40.00 
Large £55.00 

Recommendation 
Keep prices the same for this year or if an increase it should be minimal. 
Introduce a deposit for new tenants which will be retained if they leave their allotment which needs work at the end of the tenancy  



Appendix 6 
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