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16th November 2022 
 
By Email 
 
Beth West  
Chief Executive Officer 
East West Rail Company 
 
 
Dear Beth  
 
Re: Local Representatives Group, Cambridge and Surrounding Areas 
 
I am writing to express my concerns on behalf of Great Shelford Parish Council regarding the Local 
Representatives Group meetings that you set up earlier this year and are holding every 3 months. 
 
The purpose of the meetings has variously been described by East West Rail Company (EWR Co) as follows. 
 

“Opportunity for Parishes and Councillors and EWR Co to have: 
• Frank, open discussions with each other 
• About issues of interest to your local community 
• At regular intervals outside of formal consultation periods” 

(Taken from the slides of meeting 1 in February 2022) 
 

“They offer an open forum for discussions – a place to share information, ask questions, cover any 
concerns people might have and get answers.  They also allow us to give project updates and 
understand details of all relevant local issues.” 
(Taken from the current LRG homepage.) 
 
“The Group will be an open forum for discussions.  It will meet around four times a year to talk, listen, 
share information, and discuss any concerns you might have.  It will look at any issues related to the 
planning, construction, and operation of the railway, as well as the impact on local communities in 
Cambridge and the surroundings areas.  You will be able to share your views of what the project will 
mean for your local community and all opinions will be closely listened to and carefully considered.” 
(Email from EWR Co on 26th January setting up the LRG meetings.) 

 
Having attended every one of these meetings, it is now clear that the claimed purpose of these meetings is 
not being addressed by the respective agendas.  Instead of the “frank, open discussions,” the agendas have 
been sterile and apparently designed as a vehicle to pass on factual information that could easily have been 
provided in a different format.  There has been no opportunity to dig into the details of the project or for 
EWR Co to tap into the deep local knowledge that would be of great benefit to you.  In many ways, the 
meetings have been a waste of everyone’s time and a huge missed opportunity. 
  



  
 
You will be aware that at the last meeting of the Cambridge and Surrounding Areas LRG meeting that 
several attendees expressed similar dissatisfaction.  That meeting was a perfect example of my complaint.  
We had a presentation on the process of drawing up the business case, but there was no opportunity to 
discuss the details of the business case, which would have been far more fruitful and valuable. 
 
Therefore, I am asking you to please reconsider your strategy for these meetings so that the stated purpose 
can be achieved. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
Dr. Peter Brown 
Councillor, Great Shelford Parish Council 
 
 
cc. Jordi Beascoeachea, Engagement Manager 


