
Submission to the Consultation on the Sawston Greenway Consultation 

From Great Shelford Parish Council – 16th December 2022 

 

Q3 Long Road/Robinson Way Junction 

In order to ensure the Greenway is on the west side of Robinson Way and Francis Crick Avenue all 
the way south to the Genome Path, the Greenway should leave Long Road on the West side of 
Robinson Way.  (See answer to Q4.)   

 

Q4 Robinson Way 

We believe that there are too many occurrences of the greenway crossing Robinson Way and Francis 
Crick Avenue which will encourage cyclists to cycle on the road to save time and improve efficiency 
thereby defeating the purpose of a cycle path.  We believe that the Greenway should stay to the 
west side all the way along Francis Crick Avenue and Robinson Way to reach the Genome Path, 
meaning that cyclists coming from central Cambridge along the path beside the guided busway do 
not have to cross and re-cross Francis Crick Avenue to continue southwards on the Genome Path to 
reach Great Shelford.  The current arrangement is awkward and unsafe. 

 

Q5 Genome Path 

The Genome Path is a vital and well-used item of transport infrastructure for Great Shelford and in 
general we are highly supportive of the proposals to improve and upgrade the Genome Path.  
Nevertheless, there are further changes to the proposed plan that we think are vital. 

We strongly support the plans to widen the Genome path and to include a soft verge for equestrian 
use.  Please ensure there is enough space for cyclists to pass horses with sufficient clearance to 
prevent the horses from being startled or frightened by passing traffic, potentially endangering 
cyclists, horse riders and horses. 

The Genome Path is a famous route and represents the best of Cambridge: a piece of sustainable 
transport infrastructure that celebrates the enormous contributions of Cambridge’s world-class life 
sciences industry to the well-being of global society.  Therefore, Great Shelford Parish Council 
strongly urges GCP to ensure that the artwork is retained and upgraded as it is an integral part of the 
infrastructure.  The current artwork is constructed from paint applied to the path surface and 
natural weathering has significantly degraded the coloured bands along the entire length of the 
path.  Coloured bricks, or an equally robust material with an expected lifetime of decades must be 
used. 

Despite this positive contribution to the local area, there is considerable local awareness that the 
Genome Path can be the site of anti-social behaviour and, worse, criminal incidents of serious 
assaults and thefts.  We have been made aware that GCP made a comment at a recent meeting to 
the effect that there have been no incidents on the Genome Path reported to the Police and 
therefore no further security measures are required.  Under separate cover, our Clerk will send the 
GCP, District & County Councillors and our Police contacts the evidence we have collated of anti-
social behaviour and criminal acts which have all been reported to the Police, dating back to 2018. 



Due to the rural situation of the path running through dark fields, users can be isolated and 
vulnerable.  We strongly believe that significantly upgraded lighting along the whole length of the 
Genome Path between the CBC and Chaston Road is essential and that the stud lighting proposed is 
not sufficient for this purpose.  In addition, we would encourage further security measures to be 
installed such as CCTV.  We are aware that a proportion of our residents will not use the path at 
night, a disappointing situation which should be addressed by any upgraded design. 

At present, there is no clear ownership of the maintenance of the Genome path and this is an 
unsatisfactory situation.  In the summer, the path gets so overgrown that it becomes only single-
pass. Please ensure that the new path has a clear maintenance schedule (who, when, how often, 
etc).   

We strongly believe that there must be a better plan for the junction with Francis Crick Avenue as 
this is currently not clear from the published plans.  We believe that if the cyclepath is built on the 
west side of Francis Crick Avenue (as we proposed above) then access to the Genome Path will be 
easy, via the existing route under Addenbrookes Road bridge.  Should the route to the Genome Path 
be via the roundabout at the south end of Francis Crick Avenue, then the cyclepath will need to cross 
at least one road and the CSET busway, which is unnecessarily complicated, slow and, potentially, 
more dangerous. 

At the southern end of the path where it meets Granhams Road, there is an area of extremely poor 
visibility where bike collisions and near misses are to be expected.  Residents have spoken with 
transport representatives who have agreed with this point, stating that it should be improved by, for 
example, removing the hedge.  We also propose that the stop line on Granhams Road is positioned 
further back from the level crossing to provide a clear route across the road for cyclists and 
pedestrians when the level crossing is closed (which is frequent). 

Finally, we would like to propose that bike gullies are added to the footbridge over the railway (near 
just north of Granhams Road) as it would improve the ease by which bicycles could be wheeled up 
and over to gain access to the Genome Path.   This would allow residents north of the village centre 
to access the land east of the railway avoiding the Cambridge Road bridge, with its narrow pavement 
and inadequate cycle lane, and the unsafe Granhams Road junction with Cambridge Road.  It would 
be beneficial if footpaths to the west of the bridge could be formalised and upgraded to allow better 
use. 

 

Q6 Shelford Station 

We believe that the cyclepath should be extended along the west side of Chaston Road where the 
grass verges currently are located, to keep the cycle route separate from traffic.  Parking for 
residents and their visitors could be retained but designed slightly differently to make space for 
everyone.  Councillors are conscious that Chaston Road is quite busy from Hinton Way all the way to 
Orchard Road – therefore a segregated cycle route in this area would be hugely beneficial.   

Great Shelford would strongly prefer direct access across Mill Court to Shelford Station as it would 
be much safer, faster and all around better for cyclists.  This is assuming, of course, that landowner 
permission can be obtained.  This is the route we favour over the Chaston Road option.  That said, 
we are very happy that there are two options to cross the road on Hinton Way and Station Road.  
We strongly feel that both need to be kept as it gives more route options that would encourage a 
greater level of use. 



Moving south, councillors strongly feel that the Greenway is better served by the railway route and 
not via Mingle Lane.  Mingle Lane is not safe for cyclists due to the volume and speed of traffic.  

To encourage people to use the cyclepath, we would support the installation of a footbridge and 
cycle bridge over the railway on Station Road.  With the barriers down approximately twenty five 
minutes per hour, it would enable users to cross when the barriers were down. 

To enable more residents to use the cycleway and the station by improving access, a bridge or ramp 
(perhaps steps too) should be installed from London Road allowing residents to walk/cycle from 
Stapleford to Shelford Station, avoiding the level crossing to the London-bound platform. 

 

Q7 Stapleford Village 

As mentioned earlier, we believe that Mingle Lane is not suitable for cyclists due to speed bumps 
and its use as a ‘rat run’ to bypass the level crossing.  The road is already susceptible to speeding.  It 
is felt that this route does not help anyone living west of the railway wanting to go to Sawston i.e. 
students travelling to Sawston Village College.   

If Mingle Lane is included in the Greenway scheme, improved traffic calming that is sympathetic to 
both residents and cyclists needs to be installed as a priority. 

 

Q8 Dernford Reservoir 

Great Shelford Parish Council strongly supports this route option as a direct, safe route to Sawston 
that also provides improved access to a well-used local amenity.  We ask that the design of the 
cyclepath along the railway is future-proofed against the potential reintroduction of the Haverhill 
Line.  We do not want to hinder this if at all possible.  

In a similar vein to the comments raised under Q5 about the Genome path, it is essential that 
sufficient lighting and CCTV are included as this section of the route is arguably even more secluded 
and isolated than the Genome Path. 

We have some concern regarding the crossing of the track coming off the A1301.  Please ensure 
there is good visibility and it is clear who has right of way. 

 

Q9 A1301 / Cambridge Road 

We support the design of the new junction to cross the A1301. 

 

Q10  

We strongly support the spur to join the cycle path to Whittlesford via the former Spicers site.  
However, we suggest that it would be beneficial to install a fence or hedge along the edge of the 
cycleway to segregate it from the road as the road noise is very loud and can frighten young families.  
There should also be a wide verge to ensure the cycle path is separate from the road for safety 
reasons. 

 



Other comments 

During conversation, councillors raised the subject of maintenance on several occasions.  We feel 
that many areas of the existing path between Great Shelford and Sawston are not maintained 
properly at present.  There needs to be a proper maintenance contract in place and people need to 
understand who has responsibility for maintenance and who we should be approaching if we find 
any issues.  This maintenance should include the grass cutting in the summer and leaf collection 
during the autumn/winter along with gritting, clearance of snow and ice during the winter period. 

Finally, councillors ask that this project be brought forward quickly as, broadly, we strongly support 
this initiative. 

 

 


